
Children’s music-making happens everywhere. 

Children might sing in the sand, take drums 

around the garden, or bang on pots and pans 

during play. But it can be helpful to set up areas 

specifically for musical play, so that children 

know where they can find musical instruments, 

and so that they have a quiet space where they 

can listen to and make music with others.

Children communicate and coordinate their musical play through eye 

contact, facial expressions and movements. Are your instruments sets up 

to allow for communication?

Areas for musical play, inside and outside of the classroom

Put instruments out in different formations - does this affect children’s 

music-making?

Think about what sound makers are in your environment already. How can 

natural materials or loose parts be used to make music and explore sounds?

For video demonstrations of some of these 
strategies please visit soundcommunities.org.uk

Some instruments may make it easier for children to co-ordinate their play. For 

example, with a good quality xylophone you can create a range of different pitches, 

melodic shapes, dynamics and harmonies by playing two notes at once.  Two people 

can also play it together sitting opposite each other and making eye contact

Set up the environment for musical play

http://soundcommunities.org.uk


Teachers in Basildon noticed that some

children chose not to play with instruments 

when they were in the middle of a carpet area, 

But did when instruments were in their library 

tent. They observed that enclosed spaces can 

help some children to listen.

This photo shows a music space created by 

covering a climbing frame in fabric at Tiverton 

Primary School, Haringey.

Teachers at St Anne Line Primary in Basildon found that this music installation facilitated children’s

communicative music-making, because children could look at each other through the bars, as well as 

move around it.

Set up the environment for musical play



Set up the environment for musical play

“They are using the natural materials more and more... running a

beater over the decking to make a scraping sound, rubbing pine cones 

against each other, using bamboo as beaters...just exploring the sounds 

of different things. Often, they then add a beat or some singing to their 

sounds.

We listened to the rain on the tree canopy and they started using the 

beaters around the environment to replicate the sound.”

 - Early years teacher, Eastbourne

 Early years teacher,not pictured
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