
Reading to children and fostering a love of 

booksharing is a great way to support 

language development. Incorporating music 

into stories can make them more engaging 

and encourage children to participate. 

Try chanting or singing a book together, as if it were a piece of music.

Some good books include:

There was an

old woman who

swallowed a fly

Brown bear, 

brown bear, what

do you see?

Books that are based 

on nursery rhymes – e.g. 

Wheels on the bus, five 

little ducks, etc.

Music and Stories



Use instruments and sound-makers to encourage

participation in story-telling. See below for some examples of sound-makers 

that could be used while reading "We're Going on a Bear Hunt":

Streamers make a

“swishy swoshy” sound

for the long grass

Wellies and a mud tray to stomp 

through and make "squelch 

squirch" sounds for the mud

A water tray makes

“splash splosh”

sounds for the river

A wooden xylophone

makes “stumble trip” noises

when walking through

the forest

Make “hoooo woooo” sounds 

while going through the snow (an 

adult could sprinkle cotton balls 

for snow at the same time)

Use cymbals or 

a drum to "slam" 

the door.

Whisper “tip toe”

when walking

through the cave

You can also retell a story using instruments, pre-recorded sound effects,

different voices, and recorded music.
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Do they each have 

a different voice? 

(Squeaky, gruff,

deep etc.)

Could each character 

be represented by

an instrument?

Could each character 

have a different tune?

How do the

characters feel at 

different points?

Can you find music to 

make those feelings?

Can you create it with 

instruments, bodies or 

voices?

Can the words be

recited rhythmically?

Is there a refrain?

Is there a fragment 

that can be repeated

and turned into a riff?

Can it be sung (or 

parts of it)?

Can items from the 

enironment go into 

a story sack? 

Can the characters' 

actions be acted 

out?

How do the

characters move?

Can this be put to

music and danced?
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What are the soundscapes of the

places in the story? A quiet field, a noisy

town, a windy beach? Can you create 

the sounds with instruments, 

objects, bodies or voices?

Use the framework below to think about how stories can be adapted to incorporate

sound-making and music.

I read the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ 

and the children played different instruments,

linking their playing to different action words in 

the story. For example, for ‘tiptoe tipoe’

they played their instruments quietly.

Early years teacher, Luton

After learning a story, we listened to different

pieces of music and decided where they would 

fit in the story. When our story was ‘The Ginger-

bread Man’, we listened to ‘Mission Impossible’ 

and ‘Jaws’. The children discussed their own 

ideas.

Early years teacher, Luton

I told the story of ‘The Gruffalo’ with parents and 

children. Both parents and children chose an 

instrument and decided when to play, 

representing the different animals,

improvising and accompanying the story. The 

parents joined in just as much as the children!

Early years teacher, Luton

We told ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ with sound 

effects, using a CD with different environmental 

sound for each section. It was great for listening 

skills, asking the children ‘what can you hear?’ 

and then joining in with sounds using instruments, 

bodies and voices. From listening they would then 

recall the environment for that section of the story. 

Early years teacher, Eastbourne


